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ICEJ LAUNCHES NEW 24/7 GLOBAL PRAYER WAVE FOR ISRAEL AND THE WORLD

FROM THE

PRESIDENT'S DESK
Dear friends,
Over the past years, this one vision would not leave me. Again and again, I saw a
wave of prayer circling the earth, like a tsunami, advancing with the morning dawn.
Whenever and wherever the sun was rising, I saw people rising in prayer for Israel
and for the nations. This inspiration is why the ICEJ is now launching a global prayer
wave for Israel 24 hours a day and 7 days a week, a continuous covering of prayer
from all the nations of the world.

The International Christian Embassy Jerusalem was established in
1980 in recognition of the biblical significance of all of Jerusalem
and its unique connection to the Jewish people. Today the ICEJ
represents millions of Christians, churches and denominations to
the nation and people of Israel. We recognise in the restoration
of Israel the faithfulness of God to keep His ancient covenant
with the Jewish people. Our main objectives are:
* To stand with Israel in support and friendship;
* To equip and teach the worldwide Church regarding
God’s purposes with Israel and the nations of the
Middle East;
* To be an active voice of reconciliation between Jews,
Christians and Arabs and to support the churches
and congregations in the Holy Land.
From its head offices in Jerusalem, the ICEJ reaches out to more
than 170 countries, with branch offices in over 90 nations.
Our vision is:
* To reach every segment of Israel’s society with a Christian
testimony of comfort and love, and
* To reach and actively represent to Israel the support
of denominations, churches and believers from every
nation on earth.
The Christian Embassy is a non-denominational faith-based
ministry supported by the voluntary contributions of our members
and friends across the globe. We invite you to join with us as we
minister to Israel and the Jewish people worldwide by donating
to the ongoing work and witness of the ICEJ.
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The official launch of this prayer wave will be May 14th, which is also the date Israel
declared its independence 70 years ago. I honestly believe that this will be a very
powerful birthday gift to the State of Israel because prayers of faith can accomplish
great feats, even moving the most imposing mountains. We therefore ask you to join
us and become part of this new prayer movement launching this month.
The new 24/7 prayer wave will be our birthday gift for Israel’s 70th anniversary, and I
ask you to consider giving Israel your own personal birthday gift by giving something
dear and precious to you – your time. Please prayerfully consider making a weekly
or daily commitment to pray for Israel as the sun rises in your country, and let us
continually cover Israel in prayer so that “from the rising of the sun His name shall
be praised”. As you give this gift to Israel, you will also find blessing, as the gift will
strengthen and enrich your own prayer lives. Please read more in the following pages
about this new and exciting initiative.
This call is also fully in line with the original mandate of the ICEJ. The second item
in our founding statement from September 1980 declares: “Our goal is to remind and
encourage Christians of the world to pray for Jerusalem and the Land of Israel.” This is
exactly what we want to do, and we want to become more focused and intentional about it.
The first item of our founding document states that it is our goal “to care for the
Jewish people by being a focus of comfort according to Isaiah 40:1 – “’Comfort, o
comfort my people,’ says your God.” Therefore, we naturally encourage you to
combine your gift of prayer with a material contribution as a special jubilee gift to
Israel to comfort His people.
This issue of the ‘Word from Jerusalem’ is in many ways dedicated to the 70th
anniversary of the State of Israel. Two articles from David Parsons give you prophetic
insight into God’s plans with Israel and also provide important historical perspectives
on the involvement of Christians in the establishment of the State of Israel around
1948. I pray the Lord blesses you as you read this current issue.
With this I wish you a happy Israel anniversary and look forward to hearing from you!
Yours in Christ,

Dr Jürgen Bühler
ICEJ President
COVER PHOTO:
Israel celebrating 70 years
FOR MAGAZINE ARCHIVES

visit www.icej.org/media/word-jerusalem
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A wave to travel the world!
In recent years, God placed a vision in my heart that never left me
but returned again and again. I saw in my spirit the globe with
its different continents. As the earth rotated and the sun rose on
the different continents, I saw the border between day and night
like a wave of fire circling the earth. Wherever the sun was rising,
people were waking up, seeking the Lord. I saw a wave of prayer
that circled the earth every day: 24 hours a day and 7 days a week. I
saw a prayer movement that rises in the morning, prays for Israel,
prays for revival and prays for their own
community and their own needs. It was
a wave of prayer that circled the world at
every new dawn, and which grew into a
powerful tsunami of prayer. I get excited
whenever I think about it.

Isaiah 43:6. In faith we spoke to the south, “Do not keep them
back!” Within less than a month, the breakthrough came and
the green light was given for the remaining 9,000 Ethiopian
Jews to return home to Israel. A government official told me:
“It is a miracle. I never thought this would be possible!” But
our God is a prayer-answering God.
God’s healing touch
In past years, our senior leadership has faced major health
challenges. Danny Meka from India
not only survived a gas explosion,
but God answered our prayers and
within weeks he was miraculously
restored from severe body burns to
complete health. Our UK director
suffered a major aneurism, and his
wife was told to bid him farewell. But
God answered our prayers, and David
Elms is alive and back in ministry.
Whenever he comes to the hospital
for a check-up, the doctors welcome
him saying, “Here comes the miracle
man!” I also experienced my own miracle when doctors gave
up on me. The Lord gave me my life back through an operation
that surgeons in Israel told me was impossible to carry out.

I SAW A WAVE OF
PRAYER THAT CIRCLES
THE WORLD AT EVERY
DAWN OF THE DAY.
THIS WAVE GREW INTO
A POWERFUL TSUNAMI
OF PRAYER.

A blessing for Israel at 70!
I do believe there is no better date to launch
this initiative than when Israel celebrates
its 70th anniversary. The prayer wave will
be our birthday gift to Israel, and it can be
your birthday gift to Israel, as well! Imagine
thousands of people around the world standing with Israel every
day in prayer. Prayer is the most powerful support you can give to
Israel, so please consider joining us.

A new focus on prayer
In the past seven years, God has been directing our attention more
and more to the power of prayer. In 2011, we started what became
the Isaiah 62 prayer initiative. It started with our staff’s Monday
morning devotion on January 3rd, 2011. I drove to the office prepared
with what I thought to be an inspiring New Year’s message, when
I felt God telling me, “Forget your sermon, you need to pray. ” I
will never forget this prayer meeting. God’s spirit was directing us
to pray for the Arab world, so we prayed for revival in every Arab
country and for God to remove the mask from Islam to reveal its
true face. God’s presence felt so tangible in that meeting, and we
experienced touching upon something special. We called upon our
branches to join us to pray and fast for the rest of January. As the
weeks passed, we saw news emerging in the Arab world and saw
pictures of demonstrations on Tahir Square in Cairo, Egypt, which
soon swept over the entire Middle East. I don’t want to infer in
any way that all this started just because of our prayers alone. We
know that millions of Christians prayed decades before us for the
Arab world, but I did feel that God was telling us, “I am going to
do something in the Middle East, and I want you to be part of it.”
God gave us the incredible privilege to actively participate in what
He was doing in the world.

Just a few weeks ago, we prayed for a public matter in Israel, and
the answer came in a news report during our prayer meeting.

Over the years, we have seen many direct results of our prayers.
Two years ago, Ethiopian Aliyah was in a deadlock and government
experts told us that it would take years for the government to allow
the Ethiopian Jews to come home. We felt led to pray according to

Rees Howells, a child of the Welsh revival, saw countless answers to
prayer during his ministry. His school in Swansea was particularly
used by God during World War II, through interceding strategically
for Europe, which then seemed lost to Hitler’s Blitzkrieg.

Through many more experiences, we have learned that God
is a prayer-answering God and that nothing is impossible for
Him. We just need to connect with Him in faith, in prayer and
in trusting Him for the impossible.
Many before us have experienced the same.
Praying men of God
John Knox, the Scottish reformer, famously prayed, “Give me
Scotland, or I die.” His prayers were seen as so effectual that
the Queen of Scotland reportedly said, “I fear the prayers of
John Knox more than all the armies of England.”
George Mueller, father of over a thousand orphans in Bristol,
experienced over his entire lifetime the supernatural provision
of God. When facing a financial challenge, he would not tell
anybody except God. He trusted God to be a faithful provider
and father for the orphans. He left behind a legacy that inspired
millions of Christians around the world.
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John Hyde, the ‘Apostle of Prayer’,
saw amazing breakthroughs in
India, where he served during his
short life.

will also bless your life, family and
ministry. You are invited to join us
either through a daily or a weekly
commitment.

The late British Bible teacher,
Derek Prince, reports in his book,
“Shaping History Through Prayer
and Fasting”, how he experienced
prayer to impact historic events
like WWII in North Africa, the
establishment of Israel 70 years ago
and the struggle for independence
in Kenya. Prayer is a powerful force.

Our vision is to cover the world
with a wave of focused prayer
that circles the globe every day.
We will specifically be praying for
Israel and the nations, and it will
be like a wave bringing a new level
of blessing to Israel, to the nations
and to your life!

James, the brother of Jesus, says:
“The effective, fervent prayer of a
righteous man avails much.” (James
5:16) Of James himself, Church
history informs us that he had
thick-skinned knees, “like a camel”,
because of the many hours he daily
spent on his knees in prayer.
The next level of Isaiah 62
Fervent prayer has become a
dynamic part of our weekly staff
routine, and since we started the
Isaiah62 Prayer initiative in 2011,
prayer has become an important
global component of our work.
Today we have prayer warriors,
individuals and groups in over 120
nations who pray with us around
the world. Even in nations that
are hostile to Israel, people are
interceding with us. In countries
like Germany and the USA alone,
we have over 100 prayer groups
in each country. In China, we are
privileged to be part of a huge
nationwide prayer network. Only
God knows how many people pray
with us around the world. Today, by
the grace of God, we are virtually
represented in every time zone
of the world by prayer partners
standing with us.
Now, we feel the Lord is leading
us to take this initiative to the next
level. We feel God wants us to move
from a monthly initiative to a daily
prayer force. Therefore, we want
to ask you to join us. I believe this
will not only bless Israel, but it

Join Us
r
In Praye

Every morning, as the sun rises, an
army of prayer warriors will rise to
seek God regarding His purposes
in the world and for Israel. We will
give God no rest day and night,
until He establishes Jerusalem as a
praise on the earth. This is a noble
cause to be involved with, so please
prayerfully consider joining us in
prayer wherever you are.
Here is how it works:
We have chosen a two-hour window
for prayer in each time zone of the
world. This time window is between
5 - 7 am every morning, no matter
the season. During this time, we
ask you to commit to pray with us
for a minimum of 30 minutes and
up to one hour or more. These are
the options:
YOUR COMMITMENT
A) DAILY PRAYER PARTNER:
You (and your prayer partner/
group) commit to pray daily with
us for 30 mins or more at any
given time between 5 - 7 am your
local time.
B) WEEKLY PRAYER PARTNER:
You (and your prayer partner/
group) commit to pray once a
week or several days a week with
us for 30 mins or more at any
given time between 5 -7 am your
local time.
If you want to join this global
prayer wave please send an email
to: prayerwave@icej.org
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In China, we are privileged to be part
of a huge nationwide prayer network.

GLOBAL PRAYER WAVE

Now, we feel the Lord is
leading us to take this
initiative to the next level. We
feel God wants us to move
from a monthly initiative to
a daily prayer force.
"Therefore glorify the Lord in
the dawning light, the name
of the Lord God of Israel in the
coastlands of the sea."
- Isaiah 24:15

In countries like Germany and the USA
alone, we have over 100 prayer groups
in each country.

When you join this prayer movement, the
ICEJ will provide you with weekly “Prayer
Wave Updates” from Jerusalem. The prayer
requests will be strategic prayer points on how
to pray for Israel, both for matters regarding
national importance and for the local body of
Christ. In addition, we will pray strategically
for nations around the world as the Lord leads,
and we will also ask you from time to time to
pray for matters related to our work in Israel.
For this purpose, we have commissioned a
special, full-time person here in Jerusalem,
who will coordinate the global prayer agenda
with his team, and his name is Joshua
Gooding. Joshua has served as the "ICEJ prayer
coordinator" since March, and he is working
closely with me and the senior leadership team.
Please keep him in your prayers together with
the entire ICEJ team here in Jerusalem.
My prayer is that by the end of the year this
prayer wave will be 24/7 and in the years to
come it becomes a powerful and unstoppable
tsunami of prayer that sees many answers
to prayer and brings forth God’s will to be
done “on earth as it is in heaven”.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Dr Jürgen Bühler
ICEJ President

ISRAEL AT 70

AN ISRAEL
ON THE RISE
B Y D AV I D P A R S O N S , I C E J S E N I O R S P O K E S M A N

It has been 70 years now since Israel was miraculously reborn as
a nation back in her ancient homeland. In that time, the Jewish
state has faced many wars, terror attacks, rocket barrages, economic
boycotts and other attempts to strangle the young nation. She also
had to absorb several million new immigrants, many penniless
refugees of conflicts and forced expulsions. Yet despite all these
challenges, Israel is a nation on the rise.
Israel remains on an ever upward trajectory because of God’s favour,
and the resiliency and determination of her people. Yet, some still
expect the Jewish state to go through one last dark period of divine
judgment and annihilation during the ‘Great Tribulation’ before
they are finally reconciled to God.
However, the Bible assures us that Israel has already been through
the worst of God’s dealings with them during their times of
uprooting and exile, while their future back in the land is now
bright and full of hope (Isaiah 60). No doubt, Israel will face
more troubles ahead, but the Lord will deliver her out of them all
(Isaiah 31:5; Joel 2:32; Zechariah 14:3). Rather, the troubles and
tribulation still to come are all about God’s humbling and judging
of the nations to prepare the way for Jesus to come take up the
throne of his father David in Jerusalem. This was the teaching of

Jesus himself in his Mount of Olives discourse, found in
Matthew 24 and Luke 21.
The Eschatology of Jesus
The context of these parallel passages is that Jesus has just
predicted the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. His
closest followers ask him when this will occur, and what is the
sign of his coming and of the end of the age? Now we think
they are asking about what we now refer to as the “Second
Coming”. But they had no idea yet about the return of the
Lord after many long centuries in heaven. They did not even
know about his Ascension yet. Rather, the disciples wanted to
know when and how he would present to the entire nation the
proof of his divine authority and credentials as the promised
Messiah. And they expected this to trigger the restoration of
the Davidic Kingdom within their lifetime.
So Jesus is confronted with a serious challenge. He must
completely reset their prophetic timetable while preparing
them for the tough times just ahead. He knows that the
Temple will soon be destroyed and that many long centuries of
exile await the Jewish people. The Luke version, in particular,
sets out two very clear and distinct times of tribulation
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and judgement – one for Israel in the days
when the Second Temple was destroyed
and the Jews were forced into exile; and
a second one for the nations at the end of
the Gentile age. The first would begin in
their lifetime, while the latter would only
occur after Israel’s judgment and exile is
over. After all, judgment begins in God’s
house first, among
His people, before
the unrighteous
nations are judged.
(1 Peter 4:17)

the worst that God would ever do to the Jewish people, and they
all pivot around the violent expulsion and long exile of the Jews
from their land beginning in the first century.
Yet it all finally ends in a national restoration of Israel back in
the land that ultimately gives way to her spiritual restoration as
well. History testifies that all this has taken place over the past
2,000 years of Israel’s violent uprooting and scattering to all
nations. And the firm promise of God
is that we are now in a time of His great
favour and restoration for Zion. This
is an irreversible process, and nothing
can stop or interrupt it. (Jeremiah 24:6,
31:28, 32:41; Amos 9:15)

ISRAEL REMAINS
ON AN EVER
UPWARD
TRAJECTORY
BECAUSE OF
GOD’S FAVOUR,
AND THE
RESILIENCY AND
DETERMINATION
OF HER PEOPLE.

Judgment on Israel
The first period of
judgment foreseen
by Jesus involves
God’s wrath upon
Israel, which began
in the lifetimes
of his earliest
followers and led
to the sacking of
the Temple and the
scattering of Israel.
Jesus is speaking
straight from the
“curse” spelled out by Moses – in Leviticus
26 and Deuteronomy 28 – should Israel
turn their backs on God. He knew that the Father had prescribed
exactly how He would punish Israel for her sins, and it is through
sieges on their cities that get so bad the Jewish people turn to
cannibalism, and it ends in their exile among the nations. In his
farewell message to the Israelites, Moses also warned that “many
evils and troubles” would surely befall the people due to their
rebellious nature (Deuteronomy 31:17, 21), resulting in long and
painful exiles from the Promised Land. He added that this was not
a matter of “if” but “when”.

This manner of divine judgment then becomes a common thread
throughout the Hebrew prophets. For instance, it appears in
Jeremiah chapters 30 to 33, in Ezekiel chapters 5 and 37, and in
Zechariah 13.
The Lord describes the severity of the judgment which would come
upon Israel in the first century by saying, “I will do among you what
I have never done, and the like of which I will never do again...”
(Ezekiel 5:9) This prompts Jesus to warn, “For then there will be
great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the
world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.” (Matthew 24:21) The
Apostle Paul later proclaims that “wrath has come upon them to the
uttermost”. (1 Thessalonians 2:16) Again, these passages describe

Judgment on the Nations
The second period of judgment involves
God’s humbling and correction of the
nations. Here again, Jesus knew that
God prescribes in Scripture exactly
how He will finally judge the nations
at the end of the age. And he points
to the Flood of Noah as the model for
this, saying, “But as the days of Noah
were, so also will the coming of the
Son of Man be.” (Matthew 24:37) Yet
this global judgment will not be by
water but by fire this time! The New
Testament is clear that Sodom and Gomorrah are set forth as
examples of the fiery judgment that awaits the world at the end
of the age. (see, for example, Luke 17:28-30; 2 Peter 2:5-6; Jude 7).
Conclusion
When we read the prophetic teachings of Jesus in Matthew
24 and Luke 21, there is a tendency to cram every bad thing
spoken of in these chapters into the end times. But we can
actually check off the worst things predicted there for Israel,
since they have already been fulfilled in their long and difficult
uprooting and exile from the land. Instead, the focus of God’s
wrath still to come will be on the growing rebellion among the
rest of humanity, and Jesus instructed us to look to the “Days
of Noah” as the paradigm for what lies ahead. For in it lies the
key to unlocking the timing of “the coming of the Son of Man”.
(Matthew 24:37-39)

NEW
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You can read an in-depth
explanation on the Flood
model in David Parsons’
new book Floodgates.

ISRAEL AT 70

THE CHRISTIAN ROLE IN
ISRAEL’S FOUNDING
B Y D AV I D P A R S O N S , I C E J S E N I O R S P O K E S M A N

Rev John Grauel, a Christian sympathiser with the Zionist
cause, volunteered as the only non-Jewish crew member
on the Exodus '47

As the people of Israel celebrate the 70th anniversary of the nation’s
modern rebirth in 1948, they are looking back with great respect
for all those who worked to establish the state and then fought
bravely to secure victory in the War of Independence. This includes
a number of Christian figures who played key roles in Israel’s
founding seven decades ago.
Christians impact the UN Partition Plan
The passage of the UN’s Partition Plan for Palestine on 29
November 1947 paved the way for Israel’s independence, with
the help of some unheralded Christian friends.
With Arab-Jewish clashes mounting in Mandatory Palestine,
the UN Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP) was sent
in summer 1947 to conduct an inquiry and propose a solution.
The committee members were impressed with Jewish advances
in the land. But they refused to meet with the 250,000 Jewish
refugees in displacement camps across Europe, until the saga of
the refugee ship Exodus ’47 unfolded. The vessel was packed with
4,500 desperate Holocaust survivors, and was attacked by British
forces as it approached the coastline.
Rev John Grauel, a Christian sympathiser with the Zionist cause,
volunteered as the only non-Jewish crew member and witnessed
the British assaults on the Exodus off Haifa. He rushed to Jerusalem
and gave compelling testimony before the committee; how the ship
was rammed seven times, then boarded by armed sailors who shot
and clubbed to death defenseless boys.

“The Exodus had no arms,” Rev Grauel insisted. “All they fought
with were potatoes, canned goods, and their bare fists.” The
refugees eventually were returned to Germany. The tragedy
stretched out several months before a worldwide audience, fuelling
the committee’s growing sense of its humanitarian mission.
Rev William Hull also impacted UNSCOP that summer,
especially the Canadian delegate, Justice Ivan Rand. Also
from Canada, Rev Hull had ministered in Jerusalem since
1935 and knew first-hand of the injustices visited upon the
Yishuv by British and Arab alike. Over dinner one evening,
Justice Rand listened to Hull’s views and later admitted their
encounter clarified his understanding of the dispute and gave
him new appreciation for Zionist endeavours. Justice Rand
was a respected member of the committee and, since Canada
was part of the Commonwealth, his anti-British leanings held
great sway. He took a firm position that Britain had unfairly
restricted Jewish immigration and land purchases.
Guatemalan Ambassador Jorge Garcia-Granados, a revered
Christian diplomat on UNSCOP, understood the real meaning
of the Jewish return. In The Birth of Israel, Granados writes
of UNSCOP’s enthusiastic welcome in Tel Aviv that summer,
“I contemplated the enormous mass of humanity filling the
square and overflowing into the streets… still applauding,
still cheering… It was then that I first really realised what the
coming of our committee meant to the Jewish people. We
held in our hands life or death.”
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The majority of UNSCOP recommended ending Britain’s role
in Palestine, partitioning it into separate Jewish and Arab states
with economic ties, and placing Jerusalem under an international
trusteeship. The UN Partition Plan (Resolution 181) was adopted
by the UN General Assembly on 29 November 1947 by a vote of
33 to 13, with 10 abstentions.
The Jewish Agency accepted this decision, but the Arabs launched
an armed resistance to the plan. By the time
the British Mandate ended on 14 May 1948,
Arab-Jewish fighting had resulted in a de
facto partition of Eretz Israel and the Jewish
people were poised to declare the rebirth of
their ancient nation.

Derek Bowden, also known as Capt David Appel to his Jewish
troops. Bowden had begun his military career as a cavalry officer
in Mandate Palestine, serving under Wingate in a counterterror
unit. Then in World War II, he was back in the region fighting
with Allied forces in Syria, where he was badly wounded in the
same battle in which his sergeant, Moshe Dayan, lost his eye.
During these times in the Land, the affable Bowden made many
Jewish friends and even dated a local Jewish girl. This would
later cost him when fighting near the
end of the war in Holland.

At 4:00 pm on May 14th, Jewish leader David
Ben-Gurion addressed the crowd gathered
inside the Tel Aviv Art Museum. In declaring
the new state of Israel, he proclaimed that
its moral and legal foundations had been
laid by “the Balfour Declaration, the UN
Partition Resolution, the sacrifice of the
Zionist pioneers, and the torment suffered
by Jews in recent years”.

Switching over to a paratrooper brigade,
Bowden took part in the battle of
Arnhem, where he was wounded once
more and captured by German troops.
After a daring escape, he was recaptured
and searched by SS guards, who found
letters on Bowden from Jewish friends
in Palestine. So he was sent to the
Bergen-Belsen death camp for a month,
where he was forced to carry Jewish
corpses for burial in open pits.

Bowden later recalled that the experience
changed his life. As the war ended, he
Later that day, the UN met in New York
left the British army. But when he heard
to consider last-minute Arab proposals
about the Arab threats against Israel
designed to avert impending Jewish
in May 1948, he rushed by boat and
statehood. In the midst of the debate, the
plane to Haifa to join the battle. Because
Tom Derek Bowden fought in '48
US delegate went to the rostrum to officially
of what he had witnessed at Bergenconfirm that President Harry Truman had just given de facto
Belsen, Bowden said he simply felt compelled to come defend
recognition to the new State of Israel at 6:11 pm. Despite stiff
the Jews from another attempt at annihilation.
opposition from both his Secretary of State and Defense, Truman
was steeped in the Bible and swayed by compassion for a beleaguered
At first he joined the 7th Brigade in the battle for Latrun. He
minority people. Moments later, Ambassador Garcia-Granados,
was in charge of a unit of Polish Jews who had just arrived
once a member of UNSCOP, arose to announce Guatemala as the
from the refugee camps in Europe, and without knowing
second country to recognise the new state.
their language he taught them how to handle rifles by hand
gestures. He also took part in the forging of the Burma Road
Christians defend the new state
to Jerusalem, and continued with the brigade as it battled its
The outnumbered Jewish forces under Ben-Gurion’s command now
way through the Galilee.
awaited the expected invasion of armies from Lebanon, Syria, Jordan,
Egypt and Iraq. The leaders of the Haganah, or Jewish Underground,
With the armistice of 1949, Bowden was asked to start a
had been trained to fight by British officer Orde Wingate during
parachute school. As company commander and chief instructor
the Arab uprising of the late 1930s. A staunch Christian Zionist,
of Israel’s first parachute regiment, the 72nd Battalion, Bowden
Wingate had taught his officers to always command from the front,
brought army surplus parachutes from England and made four
not the rear – a doctrine still followed by the IDF to this day!
jumps “before breakfast every day”. He also wrote Israel’s first
training manual for the paratrooper brigade, which went on to
During the ensuing War of Independence, the Jewish forces in the
fame in the 1956 Sinai Campaign and the 1967 Six-Day War.
land were joined by some 4,700 volunteers from 59 countries who
came to help defend Israel. Most were Jewish veterans of World
Today, Derek Bowden is 96 years old and resides near Norfolk,
War II, but there were also around 200 Christians who joined
England, with his wife Eva. He is the last-known living Christian
them, including many of the pilots in Israel’s fledgling air force.
Machalnik from the 1948 war and remains proud that he was the
These courageous volunteers came to be known as “Machalniks”,
first Christian commander in the IDF. During a recent courtesy
and they brought invaluable fighting skills and experience to the
visit by ICEJ-UK national director Rev David Elms, Bowden
newly-formed Israel Defense Forces.
also affirmed that it was his Christian faith and compassion
which motivated him to go defend the new nation of Israel at
One of the most notable Christian Machalniks in 1948 was Tom
its rebirth.
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2017 FEAST OF
TABERNACLES

NEW
THE TEMPLE, ITS
MINISTRY AND
SERVICES AT THE
TIME OF JESUS

DVDs & ONLINE AUDIO DOWNLOADS
• 2017 Feast DVD – 6.00 USD
• Complete Audio Downloads for Feast 2017 – 9.99 USD
• Complete MP3 Audio for Feast 2017 – 9.99 USD
• Audio Downloads of Individual Seminars
at Feast 2017 – 1.99 USD

BY DR EDERSHEIM

Jerusalem's temple
represented not only the
glory of Israel's past but
the splendor of its future,
when the Messiah would
come and reign over God's people. Eminent
scholar of Judaism and the New Testament, Alfred
Edersheim, recaptures the essence of the Temple's
significance, both in the life of Israel and in the
life and theology of the early Christians. Readers
who want to experience the grandeur of Herod's
Temple - the Temple that Jesus "cleansed" - or the
anguish of a Temple trodden down by Roman
soldiers will appreciate Edersheim's knowledge of
and passion for the Temple of Scripture. Readers will
also welcome this newly typeset, highly readable
edition with illustrations and marginal references
from Scripture, Philo, Josephus and the Mishnah.

HEBREWENGLISH BIBLE
This leather-bound Bible
features Hebrew and
English side by side. The
English text is from the
NASB. The Hebrew in
the Old Testament has
been taken from the Masoretic text, while the
New Testament Hebrew is from the Modern
Hebrew translation.

22 USD

85 USD

FLOODGATES
BY DAVID R. PARSONS

JERUSALEM
COMPASS
Instead of pointing north, this
special compass points in
the direction of Jerusalem no
matter where you are on the
globe. Fashioned from pure
solid brass, the lid is deeply
embossed with a Jewish Star
of David and the word "Jerusalem" in Hebrew
and English. The outer edges are encircled with a
delicate floral design of pomegranates.

NEW

Floodgates unravels precisely
what happened in the Flood
of Noah and explains why
this important biblical event
is such a fitting analogy for
our day. This book offers a
clear biblical paradigm for
determining where we are
on the prophetic timetable,
based on the actual
teachings of Jesus and the
apostles.
16.99 USD

39 USD

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE AND RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT ON ALL PURCHASES!
Go to: ICEJSTORE.COM and use the discount code: WFJ2018ICEJ – The special 10%
discount for your purchases at Embassy Resources is valid until 31/12/18

EMBASSY RESOURCES

//

WWW.ICEJSTORE.COM

THE RIVER
OF
GOD
2017
OPENING
God’s
Rivers
Run Deep
NIGHT
MESSAGE
Dr
Jürgen your
Bühler’s
Purchase
DVDpowerful
of
address
about
rivers of
the first night
atGod’s
the Pais
transformation,
atonement
Arena at the Feast
of
and
spiritual immersion
Tabernacles
2017
delivered
at the 2017 Feast of
with speaker
Tabernacles.
Dr. Jürgen Bühler.

18 USD

“No one thought it was
possible that Israel could
do that…but God!”
Purchase your DVD of
Angus Buchan’s
Bucham’sfaith-inspiring
timely
message to thousands of
pilgrims at
the Dead
Dead Sea
Sea during
during the
in the
Feast of Tabernacles 2017. Includes
full evening of worship and dance.

14 USD

GO TO OUR WEBSTORE:

WWW.ICEJSTORE.COM

Teachings
Teachings on
on
Jerusalem's
the Prophetic
prophetic
and
and Historical
historical
Significance of
significance
Jerusalem

AE

L 70 Y

E A RS

I SR

Pendant
Back

Pendant
Front

9.99 USD

JERUSALEM
A praise
Praise in
the Earth

ICEJGET
SHOMER
THIS ELEGANT
PENDANT
2018 ISRAEL
CALENDAR
Shomer
is the Hebrew word for watchman. The
artistically designed replica of the Zion Mule
ONLY – USD 7.99
Corps' insignia includes an engraving on the
back with
the scripture
from photo
Isaiah 62:6
in Hebrew
Purchase
this stunning
calendar
displaying
of the
City
of
and the
initials ofthe
thebeauty
ICEJ, 24K
Gold
plated.
God, Jerusalem.

30 USD

Decisive
aspects
of Jerusalem’s
importance
This
jubilee
year, decisive
aspectsenduring
of Jerusalem’s
are expertly
capturedare
in this
collection
of essays and
enduring
importance
expertly
captured
teachings
by accomplished
writers:
in
this compilation
of essays and
teachings by
accomplished
writers:
Dr Jürgen Bühler,
President of the ICEJ,
Dr.
Jürgen
President
of the ICEJ,
and
DavidBühler,
Parsons,
VP - International
Spokesman.
and David Parsons, VP - International Spokesman.
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YAD VASHEM

Yad
Vashem

BUILDING A
STRONG BASE

PHOTO CREDIT: YAD VASHEM

Yad Vashem’s spiritual and ethical components
The moral fibre of an army, which is a combination of why
and how it fights its battles, is indispensable. If an army
cannot fight with honour and integrity, it loses the deeper
underlying battle. This is why Yad Vashem so highly
prioritises its moral contribution to military education.

YAD VASHEM’S VITAL CONTRIBUTION
TO ISRAEL’S FIGHTING STRENGTH
BY DAN HERRON

What makes an army strong? The answer seems obvious: superior
combat power that defeats the enemy. But how is that combat power
generated? If tanks and kit can’t get to the front line, the IDF’s
combat power is diminished. If wounded soldiers are not evacuated
and treated with the best care possible, soldiers’ motivation to take
risks is lowered, and they might not fully recover to fight another day.
The City of Bases is a recent desert bloom south of Beersheba. This huge
complex houses schools for various combat service support functions,
e.g. the IDF’s School for Medicine, School for Logistics, and the School
for Military Police. At any given time 3,000 recruits and cadets are
undergoing training and educational activities at this desert base.
Without these combat service support functions, an army will quickly
suffer exhaustion and dysfunction. Yet, the City of Bases contains one more
educational unit that lends essential strength to the young men and women
protecting Israel, and which has always been part of the IDF’s fighting spirit.

The IDF’s Camp
Ariel Sharon, aka
“The City of Bases”

Police cadets learn ethics from Yad Vashem
instructors at the City of Bases in the Negev

At the City of Bases, Yad Vashem has a small but innovative
teaching space for Holocaust education. However, the
Holocaust itself is only part of the context. The main purpose
is to equip and build Israel’s young men and women at arms
into morally and ethically excellent soldiers and individuals.
The school’s dictum: “The Image of Man in the Shadow of
Death” testifies to this. One might see this as denoting a dark
sentiment, but it is an effort meant to maintain human dignity
and identity, both in oneself and in one’s perception of the
enemy. Educational activities focus on core ethical questions
related to power and ethics, empathy and basic humanity,
which alert students to the pitfalls and dangers of wielding
power over others. Studying the Nazis’ decision-making
process and acts of dehumanisation helps students understand
the need for empathy, even with enemies.
Widening the reach – increasing the impact
To better teach and accommodate the many thousands of
students that pass through the City of Bases, Yad Vashem
hopes to construct a new building. This new, expanded and
enhanced learning centre will help ensure that the IDF
continues to excel as the moral and ethical army that has won
all Israel’s victories since 1948. This is why the ICEJ and the
Christian Friends of Yad Vashem wholly support the project to
expand and enhance Yad Vashem’s educational centre at the
City of Bases.
Build a strong ethical base for young Israeli soldiers and
maintain the IDF’s call to moral excellence by investing in Yad
Vashem’s new educational centre.
Visit int.icej.org/yvs_school to give your vital donation.
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ICEJ NEWS

The US Consulate in Talpiot,
Jerusalem, will be upgraded
to embassy status on 14 May

Embassy
Move

EMBASSY BILL COMES FULL CIRCLE
At long last, it’s happening. The US
is making the move to Jerusalem just
in time for Israel’s 70th. The ICEJ
warmly welcomed the announcement
that the new United States Embassy
to Israel will be officially opened in
Jerusalem on 14 May.
“We join the Israeli people and
government in saluting this well-timed
gesture. The Christian Embassy is
hopeful other nations will quickly follow
suit, and we are working to ensure that
outcome through our various national
branches and activists worldwide,” said
ICEJ President Dr Jürgen Bühler.
One of the key points in a current
ICEJ campaign is that several nations

ICEJ GEORGIA
CHAMPIONS
JERUSALEM
BY SERGUEI POPOV

US President Donald Trump’s
decision to transfer the US Embassy
to Jerusalem has been the cause of
divided reactions. Those who believe
in God and His Word view this move
as a historical decision for truth, while
others view it as a political mistake.

who voted for the UN General Assembly’s
resolution in December to criticise the US
move were instantly in violation of its terms,
which explicitly call upon all nations “to
refrain from the establishment of diplomatic
missions in the Holy City of Jerusalem”.
The nations of Belgium, France, Greece,
Italy, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, and the United
Kingdom all supported the resolution and
yet they were immediately in breach of
its provisions, as each has embassies or
consulates in Jerusalem which openly serve
as their chief diplomatic missions to the
Palestinian Authority.
The ICEJ will continue an active approach
to this issue and is making headway in
regard to the Czech Republic, Guatemala
and Albania.

ICEJ representative George Jijieshvili was
invited to a debate about this topic, where
he shared the Christian viewpoint based
on biblical principles and the will of God.
The debate was broadcast live in prime
time on Georgian TV, which attracted the
interest of the entire country. We praise
God for this amazing opportunity to share
His truth with so many. Please pray for
the Georgian branch and our branches
worldwide, as God uses them to influence
the media and help more Jews make
Aliyah to Israel.
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STANDING UP TO
ANTISEMITISM IN
THE ERA OF THE
BORDERLESS INTERNET
BY DAN HERRON

“If you don't read the newspaper, you're
uninformed. If you read the newspaper,
you're mis-informed.” In a media landscape
dominated by fake news and algorithmcontrolled news feeds, Mark Twain’s pithy
comment has taken on new relevance. It
also underscores the importance of the
ICEJ’s efforts in public diplomacy to speak
biblical truth about Israel.
The internet empowers both the best and
the worst in political and social discourse,
and the GFCA's overarching concern was
antisemitism and hate speech online.
Unfortunately, the internet’s market
place of free ideas has not proven to be
a good bulwark against hate-speech and
online bullying. Rather Jonathan Swift’s
phrase: “Falsehood flies, and the truth
comes limping after it” seems to prevail,
said Prof Tehila Altshuler of the Israel
Democracy Institute, who pointed out
that the internet has failed to self-correct,
necessitating more vigorous reporting on
abusive speech, transparency on the side
of tech platforms, and updated regulation
from governments that goes beyond
the informal arrangements tech giants
currently enjoy.
The fight against antisemitism seems
overwhelming. Yet such has been the case
for many good causes throughout history,
and the Lord is primarily looking for us to
take a bold stand, then He will supply the
stunning victory.

Sign up for the ICEJ’s newsletter and
ministry updates to stay informed on
matters such as these:
int.icej.org/join

ICEJ AID

Preparatory Seder for new immigrants – From Left:
ICEJ AID Director Nicole Yoder, Sharon Handler-Pik,
and ICEJ’s VP of Operations, Barry Denison

GATHER
AROUND
THE TABLE

Passover
Seder

to whomever is listening, and they come to Israel.” ICEJ’s
VP of Operations Barry Denison also encouraged these new
immigrants by saying, “The ICEJ has been praying for you to
return to Israel, and seeing you here today celebrating your
first Passover in Israel is an answer to our prayers.”
The Ethiopian children also had a special Passover
celebration, which allowed them to interact and learn more
about Passover. They enjoyed tasting each of the Passover
elements, singing the songs, dancing and playing games.

A PASSOVER SEDER
– ETHIOPIAN STYLE

B Y K AY L A E L L I N G S W O R T H

Gather around the table to hear about this special Passover Seder
meal, Ethiopian style! The ICEJ helped 1,308 Ethiopian Jews return
to Israel this past year, and it was our great joy to help them celebrate
their very first Passover Seder meal here in the land of Israel. The
Charuv Absorption Center in Beersheba held a pre-Seder meal for
the new Ethiopian immigrants to teach them how to celebrate the
biblical feast of Passover. The ceremony was not just a part of the
absorption centre classes but was also a time to celebrate the fact
that the dream of living in Israel had finally come true.

After the ceremony, an Ethiopian family invited us to their
home for a real taste of Ethiopia. Their hospitality was
astounding as the women prepared and served us fresh
Ethiopian coffee that was roasted, ground, brewed and
poured right before our eyes. They also prepared homemade
popcorn and injera (a type of flatbread). It is beautiful to
see that the Ethiopian immigrants are learning Hebrew and
integrating into the Israeli culture while not losing sight of
their Ethiopian roots, which add to the unique flavour of
Israeli society.

Entering the room dressed in their traditional Ethiopian clothing, the
new Ethiopian immigrants excitedly sat down at the tables that were
already prepared with the Passover Seder elements. Several guests
and sponsors expressed their joy for these new immigrants. Rabbi
Menachem Waldman explained, “As you saw in Gondor last year,
still 8,500 Ethiopian Jews are waiting, but be sure that all of them
will come. Why do I say this? Because it isn’t a decision of the prime
minister or government ministers, it is a decision of God. God’s
voice comes to the ears of the Jewish people wherever they are and

The ICEJ is honoured to be a part of not only helping the
Ethiopian Jews return to the land of Israel, but also helping
them integrate into their new home. A young father and
recent Ethiopian immigrant said, “It is amazing to see that
such big organisations care about us, notice us and want to
help us.” Thanks to your generosity we were able to bless
well beyond a thousand new immigrants with meals to help
them gather around their very own Passover Seder table for
the first time here in Israel!
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ICEJ AID

ICEJ
TV

RESURRECTION DAY
LIVE STREAM FROM
THE GARDEN TOMB

"I REGRET NOTHING"
B Y K AY L A E L L I N G S W O R T H

God is bringing the Jewish people up from their lands of slavery and
bringing them to their promised land of Israel. Aliyah is a dream for many
Jews around the world, and yet living out that dream brings many trials that
need to be overcome. An essential and efficient way to full immersion into
Israeli society is through absorption centres. This is where the ICEJ steps in
to help support these new Jewish immigrants.
On February 14th, ICEJ AID led a group of 30 visitors from ICEJ Germany
to the Ye’elim Absorption Centre in Beersheba, where they heard powerful
testimonies from new immigrants. One impactful story was that of a
young Russian Jewish father, who within one year of moving from Russia
to Israel with his young pregnant wife, became a father, learned English
and Hebrew, was trained in IT and received an offer to work at an IT firm
in Israel. He explained, “My family and I would not be where we are today
without all of the help and support from this programme. What can I say? I
regret nothing.”
The director of the Ye’elim Absorption Centre, Morris Cohen, shared his
gratefulness to the ICEJ for continued partnership in helping thousands of
new immigrants, “Thank you to the ICEJ. It’s because of your generosity
that we can carry out many different programmes for the immigrants from
all around the world.” The IT training for new immigrants is funded by the
ICEJ, and amazingly the success rate has been 100%. We have helped train
approximately 30 IT programmers every year for the past five years, and
every single one of these new immigrants has a job!
God is continuing to move powerfully in bringing the Jewish people to their
promised land of Israel. It is our joy and honour to be a part of what He is
doing, and we invite you to join us in this beautiful work by helping these new
immigrants fully integrate into their new homeland!

DONATE
ONLINE
To support this powerful work of immigrant assistance,
please visit: int.icej.org/aid/immigrant-assistance
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At this year’s Garden Tomb service to mark
our Lord’s resurrection and during the week
of Passover, ICEJ TV reached out to more than
504,000 people from all around the world and
received more than 20,000 comments and likes in
connection with our Facebook broadcast. Thanks
to all of you who tuned in for the special sunrise
service and to our partners at CBN and King of
Kings Ministries!
ICEJ TV also broadcasts on platforms such as ROKU,
Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV and Android TV.

To receive videos and updates from the
ICEJ, sign up at int.icej.org/join

Pictured are (from left) ICEJ VP & Senior
Spokesman David Parsons, ICEJ President
Dr Jürgen Bühler, Mayor Nir Barkat and wife
Beverly, Ambassador David Friedman and
wife Tammy, and Dr Tony Crisp of ICEJ-USA.

ICEJ VISITS MAYOR OF
JERUSALEM
Recently, ICEJ President Dr Jürgen Bühler was
invited by the Mayor of Jerusalem Nir Barkat to bring
a Christian greeting at the city’s annual reception for
religious communities in Jerusalem. US Ambassador
David Freidman also addressed the gathering. The
occasion allowed Dr Bühler and an ICEJ delegation
to meet separately with Ambassador Friedman to
explain the work of the Christian Embassy and to
express our support for the move of the American
embassy to Jerusalem.

ICEJ WORLDWIDE

National
Director for
Austria, Karl
Klanner

STRONG SHOWING
AT AUSTRIAN ICEJ
CONFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT: CHIAHAN TSAI

B Y I C E J S TA F F

Blessing
Israel in
Taiwan

ICEJ IN TAIWAN
AND CHINA
BY HAIFA LU

ICEJ President Dr Jürgen Bühler
visited Taiwan this spring for
a special ministry trip. In this
connection, the ICEJ’s Taiwan
branch held a conference to
honour and celebrate Israel’s 70th
anniversary. Jürgen Bühler, together
with Arab pastor Afeef Halasah
and Messianic pastor Avi Mizrachi,
spoke in several churches about the
current situation in Israel and God’s
miraculous work in this land. The
Israeli representative to Taiwan,
Mr Asher Yarden, also attended the
celebration, “I feel so touched that
many people in Taiwan support
Israel and pray for Israel,” he said.
Dr Bühler explained that "Seventy
years is an important time span in
the Bible. Israel endured Babylonian

captivity for 70 years, and 70 years
later God remembered and restored
His promises to His people under the
leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah.
Seventy years ago the nation of
Israel was re-established out of the
ashes of Holocaust. Global churches
and Christians should not keep
themselves from the work of God in
Israel!”
The three speakers who represent
German, Arab and Jewish churches,
blessed Taiwan with prayers and gave
honour to God for His faithfulness
towards Israel.
This trip to East Asia also offered Dr
Bühler the opportunity for fruitful
and inspiring meetings with believers
and pastors in mainland China.
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It was evident that Israel has captured the
imagination and attention of Austria’s
Christians this spring, as the ICEJ’s
Austrian branch attracted a strong crossdenominational showing. Approximately
275 visitors came to hear about God’s
prophetic cycle and promises for Israel
from ICEJ President Dr Jürgen Bühler and
National Director Karl Klanner. The Austrian
branch has been active for 15 years, offering
significant support for ICEJ projects, such as
the Haifa Home for Holocaust Survivors and
the ingathering of the Jewish people.
This groundswell of support for the ICEJ’s
work is also important for Austria, as
the country’s recently elected right-wing
government, led by the Freedom Party of
Austria, is under scrutiny for harbouring
neo-Nazi sympathies, a concern which was
raised by Austrian Jews at the Global Forum
for Combating Antisemitism in Jerusalem.
It is therefore encouraging that Austria’s
Christians are showing solidarity with and
interest in Israel.

ICEJ WORLDWIDE

Meeting with former board
members in Cape Town

A FRESH START IN
SOUTH AFRICA
BY MOJMIR KALLUS

ICEJ
India

THE FIRE OF
GOD IN INDIA
BY MOJMIR KALLUS

India is a vast subcontinent
with a population of more than
one billion. Our branch was
established about four years ago
with Pastor Dany at the head.
Many have heard about the
miracle restoration he experienced
after a gas explosion in his home.
The blast totally demolished the
building, and it is a wonder that
he and his family escaped alive.
Nevertheless, he suffered severe
burns all over his body. When he
lay in pain in the hospital bed, he
had a vision of Jesus who asked
him, “What do you want me to
do?” Pastor Dany started with a
small request to be able to move
his finger. Contrary to doctors’
predictions, he walked out of the
hospital just nine days later with
his skin completely restored. Dany
wrote a book about his healing,
which made him well- known
all over India. Thus, what Satan
meant for destruction, Jesus
turned into life and blessing.
The work in India is flourishing.
Dany has built a network of over
120 volunteers in 25 of the 29

Indian states, with regional
representatives who are mostly
pastors. For my visit, he
organised meetings in six states
for more than 550 pastors. In
addition, there was a meeting
for Indian leaders, including a
former member of the central
government, a deputy speaker
of the parliament and other
politicians.
Even though India's Evangelical
Christians only make up a few
percent of the population, they
still number between 30 and 50
million born-again believers.
One city on the shores of the
Bay of Bengal is a testimony to
the long Christian tradition in
that area. The Apostle Thomas is
said to have reached India, and
his tomb can be visited today in
the city of Chennai. The famous
words of Thomas, “My Lord,
my God”, are inscribed in large
letters for everyone to see.
Pastor Dany is building a stable
branch with great potential, so
no wonder the devil wanted to
kill him. Let us continue to pray
for a revival in India. May the fire
of God, not that of the enemy,
descend on these precious
people and turn their hearts to
the God of Israel.

In early December, when summer begins in South Africa,
I made my first overseas trip as ICEJ’s VP for International
Affairs. My purpose there was to strengthen the local team
and meet with many old friends of the Embassy. South
Africans were among the founding members of the ICEJ
and the country has always played a key role within the
ICEJ by supporting our work and sending people to work
in Jerusalem and volunteer at the Feast.
In recent months, we had to make some changes in the
South African ICEJ branch, so I decided to go to answer
any questions in this regard. I introduced the new team,
led by the National Director Vivienne Myburgh, daughter
of the late Johann Greef and former head of the South
African branch. Meetings were organised in Durban,
Cape Town, Nelspruit and Pretoria. There was a lot of
goodwill, healing, willingness to move forward, and a
friendly time of fellowship after the meetings. One of the
highlights was a lunch for all former board members and
founding members, including the first Executive Director
of ICEJ Jerusalem, Johann Luckhoff. It was a good time of
restoration.
We also met with local representatives of the Jewish
Zionist Federation and with the Israeli ambassador. I
appreciated the level of trust and cooperation our people
had with these organisations. The Jewish community
in Cape Town even organises an event specifically for
their Christian friends. It was there that we witnessed
the historic declaration of President Trump to recognise
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.
The visit marked a new beginning for the branch by
establishing many new contacts in different segments of
South Africa’s diverse population. I have no doubt that
the new team will be able to quickly restart the work and
bring back South Africa to the place it deserves, as one of
the strongest supporters of Jerusalem.
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A BOMB SHELTER
THAT SAVED A
SCHOOL
B Y K AY L A E L L I N G S W O R T H

SHELTER FOR
BROKEN HEARTS
BY BIRTE SCHOLZ

Sharing
Hope

Some of Tel Aviv’s neighbourhoods do not contain your regular type of
tourists. Instead, you will find victims of human trafficking, desperate
outcasts of society, and many who try to dull their pain with drug abuse.
In the midst of the darkness, God has provided a place of refuge, which
is a day shelter operated by dedicated and compassionate Israelis with the
support of the ICEJ.
The staff and volunteers offer heartwarming care to these young women.
For a few hours, they can escape the brutal reality on the streets at the
shelter. “I love this place very much,” smiled one of the girls. “Here we
can come to get food, clothes, a shower (...) – and all these things for free.
Who would not like this? Also, the people are very nice and kind to us.
They love us. What a blessing!” The helpers attentively listen to the heartbreaking stories of the women and pray for them, if desired. “We welcome
these precious, wounded women,” says the director of the shelter. Her
team´s vision is to establish a rehabilitation centre where the women
will experience healing and get the chance to re-enter into a regular life.
Even now the team helps and encourages the women to take steps to
reintegrate into society.
ICEJ Aid Director Nicole Yoder remains committed to the partnership, “We
want to support this shelter also in 2018 to practically help troubled women
and offer a place of refuge to the brokenhearted. Please join us!”

DONATE
ONLINE
To support this powerful work of mercy, please visit:
int.icej.org/aid/relief-work

Bomb shelters not only protect from rockets and
bombs, but they can also protect a facility from
being shut down by law. This was the case for
a school in Sderot. With about 35 rocket attacks
on this area just in the last year, the school was
required by law to have a designated bomb
shelter for the children. They did not have the
funds to make this possible, so they were going
to have to close the school.
This is where the ICEJ, specifically our German
branch, stepped in and provided a substantial
amount of finances to make this shelter a
possibility, thus allowing the school to remain
open. The educational programme offered at the
school is uniquely designed to help children who
have experienced trauma from growing up in a
war zone. The teachers use a very creative and
hands-on style of teaching that helps the children
learn how to cope with trauma while receiving a
foundational education.
Hearing first hand from Tali, a teacher at the
school, she expressed the reality of living one to
two kilometres from the border of Gaza, “As a
parent and teacher with neighbours who live in
Gaza, we try to live our lives as usual but also try
to prepare and be ready if anything happens.”
The teachers and head of security expressed
their great appreciation for the new shelter that
allowed the children to continue their schooling.
The Chief of Security of this region, Ayal Chajbi,
expressed his gratitude to the ICEJ by saying,
“Toda raba! This little project has a big impact for
the children and for the school. The children are
able to do their work with much more confidence
and security. There is simply no sufficient words
for what you have done!”
Thus far, the ICEJ has helped construct
55 bomb shelters in crisis regions, and
we continue to offer as much help and
protection to the people of Israel as we
can. To be a part of this strategic effort,
please visit: int.icej.org/aid/icej-aid
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TOUCHING THE
HORIZON

SURVIVORS SERVING
FAMILIES IN NEED

B Y K AY L A E L L I N G S W O R T H

Touching the Horizon is having great impact on Israeli
youth. In 2017, the educational programme expanded
throughout Israel, from Beit-Jann in the north to
Beersheba in the south. The number of educational
programmes grew from 24 to 39 in just one year! The
total number of participants in all three phases of the
programme is 970 participants.
But let's go behind the numbers and take a closer look
to hear from some of the students themselves:
Eden Yehezkel – 19 years old: “I wasn't a good student
and I felt like the school didn't accept me, so they opened
a special class. We got a mentor who listened to us and
helped us in everything. She really cared about me.
When I said I didn't want to study any more, Ella said,
‘No, you're not giving up. You can do it. I know you can!’
Touching the Horizon raised my confidence, and I even
got a certificate of excellence from my school!”

Right outside the Haifa Home for Holocaust survivors, Yudit was the survivor
who caught my eye with her smile and radiance of joy. Yudit endured the
cruelty of the Holocaust in her childhood, yet now she is 88 years old and
enjoying her later years with peace, in a safe home and community at the
Haifa Home. Yudit smiled and confidently positioned herself in the line to
begin loading the boxes with food items for Israeli families in need, so they
would be able to have a wonderful Passover celebration.
This effort was joined by ICEJ staff, together with the Holocaust
survivors and staff at the Haifa Home, to pack hundreds of boxes full of
food items needed to make the Passover meal. Thanks to your generous
gifts, 575 families were blessed with meals for Passover! One of the
Holocaust survivors, Mordecai, expressed his gratitude, “The ICEJ
contributes a lot to the Haifa Home, and I don't know if this place would
exist without the help of the ICEJ.”

Donate to our new Haifa Home expansion project at:
icej.org/haifa-home-building-project

FURNISHING
WITH LOVE

Shir – 18 years old: “Before 10th grade my life was
a mess, because my parents were going through
a divorce... When the programme began, we had
special one-on-one lessons, so I could talk about my
life, my thoughts, and my fears. My mentor made
me understand that there's no way I'm giving up. He
helped me understand that I can finish high school.
I wish for everyone to be a part of this project. It can
really save lives.”
Ilya Mikler – 25 years old:
“When I was in 10th grade, I joined Touching the Horizon.
Thanks to the programme... I'm a student achieving a BA
in education... I finished high school, my self-confidence
increased, I recorded my first song. Now my daily job is to
develop children's creativity. I'm trying to help others the
same way others helped me.”
There are many more success stories like these,
and we need your help to continue to impact
the lives of young Israelis. Partner with us today
at: int.icej/aid

ICEJ AID brings comfort to the
Jewish people from the oldest
generation to the youngest.
Recently, ICEJ AID has partnered
with a children’s home that
houses around 80 children from
ages 6-18. Many of these young people have been removed from their
homes by the courts or social services. This home provides a loving and
safe environment for many of these youngsters, who have been physically
and emotionally abused. ICEJ AID has helped provide new furniture to
help these young people to feel more at home.
The director of the home expressed, “In honour of the International
Christian Embassy Jerusalem and its Finnish friends, the children of
Neve Hanna thank you from the bottom of their hearts for your most
generous donation. Thanks to your donation, the children benefit from
their new furniture in their renovated flats.”

Partner with us today at: int.icej/aid
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ISRAELI ENTREPRENEUR
BLESSES AFRICAN FARMERS
BY DAN HERRON

Leveraging small scales in a big way, Israeli entrepreneur
fights food waste and poverty with a new app

As the main force behind Farmster, Adam is part of the innovative pioneering light
that shines from Israel’s Messianic-Jewish community to the nations. He is a skilled
and visionary entrepreneur who took God’s gifting of a top-notch Ivy league education
from Harvard University, and later graduate and doctoral degrees from Ben Gurion
University, to invest his skills where they would make an impact for those who need it
most. ICEJ Tanzania has also realised the important contribution Adam and his team
are making, which is why they have partnered with Farmster in Tanzania.
During pilot projects related to agricultural water management in Zambia, Adam
became aware of a frightening paradox. On a continent where starvation and food
shortages often dominate news headlines, small farmers were discarding perfectly good
crops because they had no buyers for them.
The problem is that an average small-crop farmer can only gain exposure to so many
buyers, and is usually dependent on middlemen, who take a substantial cut, thus
raising prices and restricting demand. Lack of information means that the fundamental
mechanisms of supply and demand, which run any efficient market place, are inhibited.
The Farmster app provides timely matching information for buyers and sellers and
can function exclusively through existing local technologies, such as text messages on
simple mobile phones, if necessary.
Farmster is already a viable success
Farmster has already proven to be a viable tool for clearing produce deals in the rural
market place. One example concerns two neighbours who lived mere miles from one
another but simply were ignorant of the potential business relationship. Had Farmster
not made this connection, the farmer would have had to downsize and thus remain
stuck in poverty. Even large agro-businesses have been looking to use Farmster. This
interest testifies to the viability of the app as an efficient tool that goes beyond the basic
concept of one-way aid. In Africa alone, Farmster hopes to disseminate the app to 10
million users.
The ICEJ connection
The ICEJ’s national representative in Tanzania, Pastor Stanton, has been quick to see
Farmster’s benefits and is excited about its potential. This is why ICEJ Tanzania is
working directly with Farmster’s agent creating contacts and providing platforms to
spread the Israeli idea and concept. If you want to learn more about Farmster, how it
works and how to get involved, write us at media@icej.org
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JEWISH AGENCY
CHAIRMAN
RECEIVES ISRAEL’S
HIGHEST HONOUR
For his life-time achievement and
exceptional contribution to the
nation of Israel, Natan Sharansky,
head of the Jewish Agency for
Israel for almost a decade, has been
awarded Israel’s most prestigious
civilian award: the Israel Prize.
Mr Sharansky will receive this
high honour on Israel’s 2018
Independence Day. "It's very
exciting. I'm not a man who gets
excited about ceremonies and prizes,
but there's something very special
about receiving a prize on Israel’s
70th anniversary," stated Sharansky
to newspaper Israel Hayom.
The ICEJ salutes Natan Sharansky
and is pleased that he is recognised
with this award. He has been
instrumental in the ingathering of
Israel’s exiles and has worked closely
together with ICEJ’s efforts. His
powerful vision for Israel, “We must
do everything to ensure that Israel
remains a home to every Jew in the
world” is a vision we continue to
support and strive to fulfil.

ISAIAH 62 PRAYER

long campaign of mass demonstrations along the border fence
with Israel, which is intended to culminate on 14 May, Israel’s
Independence Day. Hiding among the demonstrators are
combatants who wield firearms, high-velocity slings, or fire bombs,
while others are planting explosive devices along the security fence.

Gazan “demonstrator”
among Palestinian-lit
tire fires, 31 March

2
Isaiah 6r
e
Pray

Yet the story conveyed to the world is one of innocents facing
brutality at the hands of the IDF. This means that Israel risks facing
increased diplomatic pressure and delegitimization, which is what
Hamas hopes to accomplish through these protests.
It is important to remain compassionate with the plight of the
Gazan population, but the solution to their problems will not come
through hostile confrontations with Israel but rather in a change
of Palestinian leadership and their attitude towards peace and their
own people.

"PROTESTS" ON THE
BORDER OF GAZA
B Y I C E J S TA F F

1. Please pray that these protests will be reported for what they are,
an attempt at provoking a clash with Israel, and that Israel will
deploy its forces wisely to protect both its borders and the lives of its
soldiers.

“Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies; make
your way straight before me. For there is no truth in their mouth; their
inmost self is destruction; their throat is an open grave; they flatter with
their tongue.” (Psalm 5:8-9)

2. Also pray that Gazans would rise up to demand change in their
own leadership and that this change would help improve the
humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip.
3. You can encourage Israelis in a tangible way by showing your
love and support through the #BlessIsrael70 campaign below.
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This magazine has been an invitation to celebrate Israel’s 70th
milestone. Unfortunately, not everyone feels so inclined, and
Israel still faces bitter hatred from its enemies. Hamas, the Islamic
terror militia which rules the Gaza Strip, has launched a six-week-
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#BLESSISRAEL70
#BLESSISRAEL70

WWW.BLESSISRAEL70.COM
WWW.BLESSISRAEL70.COM

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL TO THE WORLD
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL TO THE WORLD
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Join the ICEJ and Christians from around the
world at the Feast of Tabernacles in September.
Be in Jerusalem to celebrate Israel’s 70th
anniversary as an independent nation.

23-28 September 2018

$470
Full registration: Admission to all public Feast
related events, including Ein Gedi, Communion
at the Garden Tomb, and the Jerusalem March.

$1345
The ICEJ also offers a land package programme
to provide a hotel for 7 nights, transportation to
Feast events, and more. Land package rates
begin at $1345.00 and include the registration fee.

feast.icej.org
We look forward to seeing you in Jerusalem.
Dare to Dream!

